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Agriculture in EU
― Agricultural land made up 39.1 % of 

the total area in the EU (2018).

― 9.1 million farms in EU (2020).

― The number of farms in the EU 
declined with 37 % between 2005 and 
2020 (5.3 million farms). 

― Land concentration: large 
agricultural corporations increasingly 
purchase or lease land from smaller 
agricultural producers.

Eurostat, 2024; 2022; IPES-Food report on Land Squeeze (2024)

https://www.arc2020.eu/land-grabbing-is-back-this-time-the-risks-are-even-greater/landsqueeze/
https://www.arc2020.eu/land-grabbing-is-back-this-time-the-risks-are-even-greater/landsqueeze/
https://www.arc2020.eu/land-grabbing-is-back-this-time-the-risks-are-even-greater/landsqueeze/


Why Farmland Ownership Matters

― Ownership influences control over land, and food production.

― Risk with foreign investors: lack of access to food during crises.

― EU lacks unified legislation on land transactions.
• It is in the hands of each member state



Who owns the farmland in Europe?

― Investigate ownership patterns across Europe
• Natural Persons (family farms)
• Legal Persons (companies), and 
• Group Holdings.

Does it matter who owns the land?

― Explore implications for sustainability and resilience
• Social and environmental sustainability.
• Economic performance by ownership type.









Ownership Shifts 
(2016–2020)

― Family farms still dominate (67% in 
2020)

― Rise in company-owned farms, 
especially in Central and Eastern 
Europe

― Group holdings increasing in France 
and Germany



Why a shift towards company ownership? 

Does it matter: what effects do this shift in 
ownership have?



Ownership and Economic 
Output of farms

― Company-owned farms often show 
stronger economic performance.

― 84.7% of regions with increased Legal 
Person ownership of farms saw economic 
growth  

― Motivates change in ownership.



Increased company owned farmland 
undermine sustainability

― Company ownership increase 
‘distant’ farming.   
• Separation of ownership and 

farming.

― Distant ownership comes with 
reduced possibilities to adapt to local 
conditions.

― Risk of speculative land grabs.

(Antonelli et al., 2015; Bunkus & Theesfeld, 2018; Burja et al., 2020; 
Sippel et al. 2017; Teklemariam et al. 2015)



Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in European Agriculture

― Company ownership of farmland is linked to FDI.

• investments made by entities from one economy to 
acquire lasting management influence (10 % or more 
of voting power) in enterprises operating in another 
economy

― Europe is a major recipient (and provider) of global FDI.  

― Brings capital but also risks:

• Reduced soil and water quality

• Reduced access for young farmers 

• Reduced access to regional food

― Paradox: increase agricultural productivity and 
threatening local food systems. 

(Chiarelli et al., 2022; Davis et al. 2023; FAO, 2023; Müller 
et al., 2021; Mills et al., 2020; OECD, 2024; Siciliano et al., 
2017;  Slätmo, 2018; Teklemariam et al. 2015)



EU & Member State Responses

Member States regulate land markets 
independently

• Heavily regulated land markets (Croatia, 
Hungary, Poland and Romania)

• Liberal land markets (Czechia, Denmark, 
Ireland and Finland)



Final reflections

― Patterns in farmland ownership are 
evolving

― Economic gains must be weighed 
against social and environmental 
costs and risks

― Policy must safeguard food 
sovereignty and access to food: 
• Improve transparency in land 

transactions

• Strengthen oversight of FDI

• Include farmland as a strategic 
asset in local and regional planning.

• Support local farmer in public 
procurements
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