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Context 

• Context of crisis: European 
Commission: “The crisis has 
wiped out years of 
economic and social 
progress” 

• Context of research: TIPSE 
project 

 

Outline 

1. Poverty and social 
exclusion 

2. Concepts of poverty and 
social exclusion in 
European policy discourse 

3. Territoriality of poverty 
and social exclusion 

 



1. Poverty and social exclusion 



Absolute Poverty:  
• ‘a condition characterized by 

severe deprivation of basic 
human needs, including food, 
safe drinking water, sanitation 
facilities, health, shelter, 
education and information’ 
(United Nations). 

• Extreme poverty: 1.2 bn 
people live under $1.25 a day 

• One-sixth of humanity 
 



 
 

Relative poverty: 
• ‘People are said to be living in poverty if their 

income and resources are so inadequate as to 
preclude them from having a standard of living 
considered acceptable in the society in which they 
live.’ (European Commission) 

• ‘relative income poverty line’ 
• ‘In the EU people falling below 60% of median 

income are said to be “at-risk-of poverty”. 
• 78 million at risk, one-sixth of the EU (2005, 

European Anti-Poverty Network) 
 



Social exclusion 

• Durkheim: problem of 
solidarity in modern society 

• Relational and multi-
dimensional 

• Combined effects of: 
– lack of access to resources, to 

participation in decision 
making, and to shared 
cultural experiences 

– Vulnerabilities in age, gender, 
ethnicity 

• TIPSE: four domains of 
social exclusion:  
– earning a living,  

– access to services,  

– social environment, and  

– political participation 

 



• Poverty OR social exclusion? 
• Poverty AND social exclusion? 
• In 2012, 124.2 million people, or 24.8 % of 

the population, in the EU-28 were at risk 
of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE) 

• The AROPE indicator: share of the 
population in at least one of the following 
three conditions:  
– 1) at risk of poverty, meaning below the 

poverty threshold,  
– 2) in a situation of severe material 

deprivation,  
– 3) living in a household with very low work 

intensity 

• Privileging income and consumption 



2. Poverty and social exclusion in 
European policy discourse 

• Nice 2000 :  
– facilitate participation in 

employment and access by all 
to resources, rights, goods 
and services;  

– prevent risk of exclusion;  

– help the most vulnerable; and 

–  mobilise all relevant bodies. 

• Changes in terminology 

• Linkage to economic growth 
agenda 

• Active inclusion through 
employment 

 



3. Territoriality of poverty and social exclusion 

• Concentration of 
vulnerability in certain 
areas 

• National and regional 
variations 

• A symptom and a cause 

• New ‘ghettos’, 
regeneration and 
displacement 



1. Poverty and social exclusion 
– Pointing to different priorities, economic and social 
– Overlapping and multi-dimensional 

2. Concepts of poverty and social exclusion in European 
policy discourse 
– Welfare reform, economic crisis 
– Economic growth,  
– Poverty reduction through employment 
– Narrowing the focus 

3. Territoriality of poverty and social exclusion 
– Spatial concentration of disadvantage 
– Regeneration and gentrification 

 
 


