
Innovation systems in a 
historical perspective
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Creative destruction
=

Mutation

Death and rebirth hand in 
hand 

What is innovation?



― Premises for understanding 
innovation policy 
development:  
• Technological 

advancement
• All knowing policy makers

― 1980’s: Cluster policies 
― 1990’s:  Policies to support 

stability
― Now: Societal problems

Innovation policy



―Proximities and 
space

―National
―Regional
―Technological
―Sectoral

Lenses

Let there be theories



―Trinity of change agency
I. Innovative 

entrepreneurship
II. Institutional 

entrepreneurship
III. Place-based 

leadership

Change agency
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Innovation is not linear.
(and it is complicated)
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